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ging in their own fields of activities. Pine and fragrant breeze wa^
blowing. There was a huge beautiful tree of rare species, full of
tender leaves. Agastya approached it with curiosity. Lord Siva was
seated there. With his matted hair, red eyes emitting fire, and
four arms, Neelakantha was shining like the rising Sun. Several of
his attendants in many shapes and bodies, Nandikeswara, Door-
vasa, Bana, and many Yakshas and celestial beings were attending
on him. Gandharvas HAHA, HOO HOO were offering worship to
him. Agastya prostrated himself before Lord Siva* Others also paid
reverence to Siva and sought his blessings. ^We have come to
you. Lord, why don't you talk to us ? Why are you  here?^
Agastya asked Siva. In a solemn voice Sankara said: ^Naray ana, the
eternal, Almighty, the Omnipresent, Bhagavan, Purushottama
dwells on this hill. He is the final refuge for all. As my mind is
concentrated on him, I could not speak to you. There is no other
reason for my silence. You also search for Hari.  You will find
him seated on Garuda. Do not be worded. I gave suitable instru-
ctions to Brahma also on the same point previously^ clarified
Sankara. ^Search for him on the hill. Concentrate  on him and
proceed^ he advised Agastya* Singing the glory of Siva also, the
party proceeded further to the south-west on the hill. There^ they
saw a big banian tree. At its foot was sitting Vishwaksena, the
master of Suras, surrounded by many able bodied associates of his.
He was looking like Indra. Around him were seated thousands of

Dytyas, Rakshasas, Gandharvas and the Yakshas.. All of them
were armed. Thousands of other beings, Vyshnavas, were around
him as if they were about to consume all the seas. Gandha nvas
were singing and Apsaras dancing near Vishwaksena, while Devas
and Brahmarshis were seated near him. Agastya was amazed. Me
went near Vishwakseha with his party and paid obeisance to him.
He sought his blessings. Vishwaksena had Sankha, Chakra and
Gada in theree of his hands, while he held his fourth hand in 2,
pose assuring fearlessnesso.